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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
FOR 1957-58
To THE TRusTEEs oF TRINITY COLLEGE:

In accordance with Section III of Article Fifteen of the Statutes of the
College, I submit the Report of the Librarian for the year ending June 30,
1958.
.BOOKS IN THE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE
The year 1957-58 was a significant one for the Trinity College Library.
In the physical realm, we were able to install the final sections of book stack
which it was necessary to omit five years ago when the building was opened.
This has increased our book storage capacity to something well over 500,000
volumes, our objective when the building was in the planning stages. The
total cost, including the flooring and electrical work, was over $16,000.
At the same time we were witnessing a renewal of interest in greater
independent study. This came both from members of the faculty and student
leaders who have adopted it as an objective to be sought this coming year.
This has served to dramatize for members of the library staff and concerned
faculty members the role of the Library in the College not only as a storehouse for a vast quantity of books and related materials but also as a workshop or laboratory, particularly in the humanities and the social sciences.
One of the most outspoken advocates of this development has been
Henry Steele Commager of Columbia University and Amherst College. In
the January 29, 1956, issue of the New York Times under the caption "The
Problem Isn't Bricks - It's Brains" he has written:
We are the prisoners of one tradition that has come down
through the centuries - the tradition of the lecture. We still tend
to think of teaching as it was centuries ago, before the rise of the
university library and the development of library science - a
science more highly developed in the United States than elsewhere
in the world. We still refuse to learn what Oxford and Cambridge, for example, have taken to heart, that lectures often interfere with learning, that rrofessors cannot be expected to do all the
teaching, and that a maJor part of education is and should be by
the students themselves. . . .
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Now that students can read for themselves, the English universities have turned more and more from lectures to tutoring or
self-education . . . but in the United States, which has the best
library facilities in the world ... professors go on "giving" courses
as blithely as if no printed books were available. One very simple
way, then, to meet the shortage of teaching talent is to cut down
on the lectures and therewith reduce the number of professors that
lectures call for. From the point of view of the student, the time
spent going to lectures and preparing for course examinations can
more profitably be spent in the library.
Whatever direction this new ferment may lead us here at Trinity, it is
comforting to realize that we have not only a strong library tradition, but
more importantly, the physical plant and .financial support for the library to
allow new study programs to develop. Two things are certain, that we have
vast research sources on our own campus, well-used, but at nowhere near
their full potential; and secondly, that as the competition both for admission
to the small liberal arts college and qualified teachers continues, the ability
of our student body will make it not only possible but advisable to undertake independent work on a greater scale.
CIRCULATION STATISTICS
This year marked the completion of our .fifth year in the new library
building. Each of these years has witnessed a steady increase in the use of
books on the campus, as was predictable when we came out of cramped, outmoded quarters into ample, well-planned facilities.
1952-53*
1956-57
1957-58

Students

Faculty

Others

Total
Outside Loans

Reserve
Loans

14,094
26,037
27,727

3,029
4,570
3,952

1,705
1,936
2,122

18,828
32,543
33,801

9,356
17,552
18,434

Despite the trend toward encouraging greater independent study and
research on the part of qualified undergraduate students, the Reserve Book
system continues to be the chief artery by which key materials are channeled
to students. This year 5,360 volumes were placed "on reserve" as compared
with 5,009 in the previous year.
CATALOGING
Books added lo the Library:
Titles

Volumes

New titles cataloged
Replacements and added copies
Continuations
Periodicals

3,535

3,967
390

49

1,379

Totals

3,584

6,341

• First year in new library.

605

Books withdrawn
Books reclassed
Books recataloged

307

Microfilms cataloged
Filmstrips cataloged
Recordings cataloged
Subject headings revised

2,497
1,651
2,393

2

1

49
633

GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY
Volumes in the Library, June 30, 1957
.Additions July 1, 1957-June 30, 1958
Volumes withdrawn, July

i,

1957-June 30, 1958

237,997
6,341
244,338
2,497

Total volumes in Trinity College Library .
Volumes in Watkinson Library (estimate) .

241,841
130,000

Grand Total

371,841

GIFI'S

Each year the Library gains substantially from material gifts from the
many friends of the College. Many of these gifts are as important to our
work as the purchases which we make annually. They testify to the love and
respect whicli the donors have both for the printed word and the College.
.As is our custom, a selection from the hundreds of gifts we receive is made
here as an indication of the range and value of them.
Mrs. .Alfred W. Bacon of West Hartford presented the Library with
85 volumes on business and finance from the books of her late husband.
Mrs. Bacon is the mother of Robert W. Bacon, '51.
Mrs. .Archie R. Bangs of West Hartford, widow of a former head of
our German De,eartment, invited the Librarian to make a selection from the
books which macle up his library. Books on German language and literature
as well as European travel have thus been added to our collection.
Phonograph recordings continue to play an important part in our teaching work, and, thanks to our alumni, they come our way as needed. Henry
S. Beers, .'18, presented the Library with the first commercial recording
made by the Hartford Symphony Orchestra, Orff' s Carmina B11rana. Robert
S. Morris, '16, and his daughter, Mrs. John L. Jopson, turned over to the
Library a large collection of 78 r.p.m. recordings to add to our already large
holdings of recorded music. Clarence I. Penn, '12, continued his happy
practice of locating and presenting us with drama and poetry on records. His
enthusiasm and generosity have reached such proportions that he was
awarded the .Alumni Medal at this year's .Alumni Day exercises in June. It
was a most deserving tribute to a graduate who for years has been dedicated
to the betterment of the Library and the uncovering of documents relating
to the history of the College.
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Miss Florence S. M. Crofut, Hon. '38, in her capacity as chairman of
the Manuscript Committee of The Connecticut Society of the Colonial Dames
of America, directed several items of historical importance to the collections
of the Watkinson.
Newton C. Brainard, Hon. '46, of Hartford continued his giving this
year with a collection of books on fishing and sailing and helped us to complete the file of Bibliophile Society publications in the Watxinson Library.
B. Donald Burke, '36, one of our more peripatetic alumni, most recently
in Cairo to cover the Nasser regime for Life, has presented us with several
important foreign magazine subscriptions over the years. This year he has
made it possible for us to have the Egyp_tian Political and _Economic Review
and has promised us a file of the /ournal of African Affairs. .
Dr. John E. Candelet of our Economics Department filled in the gaps
in our file of National Industrial Conference Board publications from his
personal collection.
· Dr. Harry T. Costello, the retired head of the Philosophy Department,
augmented his fund for the purchase of books on philosophy with another
substantial gift and during the year continued to present the Library with
books and periodicals.
By the bequest of the late Chester D. Ward, '13, of Spartanburg, S.C.,
the College received 182 Currier and Ives prints. During the year an exhibit of some of them was held in the Conference Room, and still others
will be shown this coming year. They are a wonderful cross-section of the
life and times in this country during the mid-nineteenth century.
Mr. and Mrs. I. Frank Crystal of New York City, parents of James
Crystal of this [ear's senior class, again presented the Library with funds for
the purchase o important books which we could not otherwise afford. This
year we devoted their gift to the acquisition of expensive art books.
Joseph H. Ehlers, '14, of Washington, D.C., a practicing engineer,
specined that his contribution to the Program of Progress be used for expensive engineering reference books. The Engineering Department found
no difficulty in preparing a substantial list of desiderata from which to make
these purchases.
John Fandel, •48, of Yonkers, New York, turned over to the Library a
sizable collection of his poetry as it has appeared in literary reviews and
"little" magazines, as well as his early correspondence with David Morton
who first encouraged him as a poet.
·
Mrs. James L. Goodwin of Hartford and her brother, A. Brooks Harlow
of Darien, presented us with a file of family letters, including 26 written by
their great great grandfather, John Ripley Madison, a captain in the U.S.
Navy, covering the years 1814 to 1820.
The Right Reverend Walter H. Gray, D.D., Hon. '41, made it possible
for us to have a copy of the limited edition of The Relics of St. Cuthbert published for the Durham Cathedral by the Oxford University Press.
One of the most pleasing gifts of the year came in the Spring when
· Charles R. Green, Librarian Emeritus of The Jones Library in Amherst, gave
the Watkinson Library his Emily Dickinson collection. Mr. Green lived in
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Hartford as a boy, attended the Watkinson School when it was located on
Park Street, used the Watkinson Library, and received his first library experience as a junior assistant in the Connecticut State Library under Mr.
Godard. It was his wish that his important and valuable collection be placed
in this city and in the library which formed a part of his early education and
experience.
Frederick L. Gwynn of the University ~f Virginia's Department of
English and incoming head of Trinity's English Department sent a steady
stream of English and American literature to us this year from Charlottesville. In all, some 600 volumes came our way. The writer looks forward
to Mr. Gwynn's continued assistance in developing the Library's collections
when .he takes up his new duties at Trinity.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Holland have made it possible for the Library
to add sizable and substantial items to its medieval lioldings. With the advice of Dr. Norton Downs of the History Department, key sets which should
have been acquired earlier but were not because of lack of funds are now
coming our way as dealers uncover them for us.
Through the good offices of Mr. and Mrs. Sherman P. Haight of New
York City two large collections of miscellaneous books were presented to us
this year. They came from Mrs. Morris Stokes of New Yorlc: City and Mr.
Harry J. Johnson of East Hampton, L I. Through gifts like these we are
able to replenish our collections of standard works in many fields which get
worn out after steady use by generations of undergraduate students and their
teachers.
Mr. and Mrs. Haight continued to demonstrate their own generosity by
presenting the Library with their collection of books illustrated by the noted
19th century artist, George Cruikshank. The several hundred volumes provide us with excellent examples of book illustration coupled with many important works of the century.
NEW BOOK FUNDS
Allerton C. Hickmott, Litt.D., '58, not only continued to present us
with handsome books but also established the Hickmott Library Fund during
the year, the income to be used for the increase of the collections of the
College.
Edgar F. Waterman, '98, and his family again made substantial additions to the fund they established two years ago. The Waterman Library
Fund now stands at $35,000, the largest gift to come to the Library since
the campaign for building funds a decade ago.
The children of Murray H. Coggeshall, '96, created a book fund during
the year for the purchase of books on athletics and physical education. The
book plate depicts the chapel pew-end given by Mr. Coggeshall . in honor of
his class.
By vote of the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees in June
the recent gifts of funds made by Earl D. Babst, Hon. '53, were established
as a book fund in memory of Mr. Babst's friend, Lewis H. Paddock, of the
Class of 1888.
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATES
Clarence E. Sherman, ' 11, librarian emeritus of the Providence, Rhode
Island, Public Library, again headed the Library Associates group to round
out three years of leadership of our "friends of the library." He will be
succeeded by his classmate, Sherman P. Haight of New York City, who was
elected to office in June of this year. The complete slate of officers of the
Associates is as follows:
Chairman ............................................................ Sherman P. Haight, ' 11
Vice Chairman ............................................................ Wilmarth S. Lewis
Past Chairman .. .. ...... .. ........... .... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ...... Clarence E. Sherman, '11
Secretary ............... ................... .................................... Donald B. Engley
Treasurer ................................................................ J. Kenneth Robertson

Councillors
Maxine Tull Boatner - George B. Cooper ................ Terms expire 1959
Clarence I. Penn, '12 - Samuel F. Morse ................ Terms expire 1960
Edward A. Richardson, '49 - Richard Scheuch ........ Terms expire 1961
Jerome P. Webster, '10- Joseph R. Slights ............ Terms expire 1962
The annual meeting of the Associates was held on Friday evening, April
11 in the Library Conference Room. Roger Eddy of Newington, the son of
one of our members, E. Welles Eddy, and the author of several recent successful novels spoke in an informal and humorous fashion about his life and
his work. Approximately 80 gathered in Hamlin Dining Hall for dinner
before the meeting with the speaker and his wife as their guests.
The winners of the fifth annual Student Book Collectors Contest
sponsored by the Library Associates were announced at the annual meeting
of the Associates and their collections were on display. First prize of $25
went to Robert F. Gibson, III, '58, of Richmond, Virginia, for a collection
on the "History of the Civil War", second prize of $15 went to Raymond
V. Shepherd, Jr., '58, for his collection, "A Glimpse of Early Printing As A
Channel of Culture", while the third prize of $10 went to another senior,
Charles Selden, for "Satire - Uses and Means".
The Library Associates Treasurer's report for the period April 1, 1957,
through March 31, 1958 follows : .
.
Balance, April 1, 1957
$6,267.93

Expenditures
(Books, publication, and
meeting expenses)

$4,389.93

Income
(Dues, Sales of Gift Duplicates)

2,967.10

Expenditures over income
$1,422.83
Balance, March 31, 1958
$4,845.10
The major expenditure for this year was $3,000 for a part of the book
stack installation. The remainder of the stack installation was financed by
contributions to the Program of Progress.
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WATKINSON LIBRARY

At the annual meeting of the Trustees of the Watkinson Library in
June plans for the fall observance of the centennial of the chartering of the
library were made. They call for a dinner meeting and speaker to take note
of the founding of the Library in 1858, the year following the death of
Mr. Watkinson and his bequest to establish a "library of reference" for the
citizens of the city and the state. Mr. Engley reported on the progress that
was made during the fourth year of the recataloging project, made possible
with funds from the Old Dominion Foundation. Miss Kerr's annual report
of accessions to and use of the Watkinson Library is appended to this report.
The annual election of officers was held with the slate of officers of the preceding year reelected as follows:
· .
President ................................................................ John C. Parsons
Vice President .................................................... Jerome P. Webster
Secretary .................................................................... Arthur Adams
Treasurer and Assistant Secretary .................. Allerton C. Hickmott
,T he complete roster of the members of the Board is as follows: .
Arthur Adams
James T. Babb
Newton C. Brainard
Lyman B. Brainerd
Francis W. Cole
H. Bacon Collamore
James L. Goodwin
Karl W. Hallden
Allerton C. Hickmott

Lawrence A. Howard
Albert C. Jacobs
Wilmarth S. Lewis
John C. Parsons
Henry A. Perkins
Lucius F. Robinson, Jr.
Arthur L. Shipman
Dr. Jerome P. Webster
The Hon. Abraham A. Ribicoff

EXHIBITS
Outstanding events on the extensive schedule of exhibits this year were
the story of the development of the .first American submarine by John Philip
Holland, a collection of original drawings, letters, and photographs ownea
by Prof. Richard K. Morris, whose grandfather worked for Mr. Holland at
the time. The Electric Boat Company in Groton, producers of the atomic
submarine, kindly lent us their scale model of this prototype of today's globegirdling underseas vessels.
.
Through the inspiration and industry of Dr. Robert M. Vogel and Mr.
Charles B. Ferguson and the generosity and cooperation of Mr. and Mrs.
Bert Tremaine and the Connecticut General Life Insurance Company we
were able to close the academic year with a quite spectacular show, ''Painting
toward Architecture", combining the photographic skill of Ezra Stoller with
fine examples of the best of the modern artists. The close relationship between the abstract art of recent decades and architecture of this decade was
dramatically portrayed.
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The full schedule of library exhibits with the names of the persons
responsible follows:
September

How to Use the Library

Mrs. Clarke

October

William Blake

Mr. Adams
Mr. Stephen A. Larrabee

November

Writings and Art Work of Hartlord Chapter of Pen Women of
America

Mr. Engley
Mrs. Beverly Jones

Paintingi and Drawings by Pietro
Annigoni

Prof. Campo
Mr. Nelson White

The Dimensions of Philosophy

Prof. Kurtz

/ohn Dyer, Poet and Painter

Prof. Williams

The First U.S. Submarine

Prof. Morris ·

Cu"ier and Ives

Mr. Engley

December

January

(Bequest of Chester D. ·ward, '13)

February

Mr. Engley

The Spoken Word
(Poetry and Drama on records)

/apanese Student Art

Mr. Taylor

(St. Paul's University, Tokyo)

March

April 1-15

The Writings and IJJustrations
of Rockwell Kent

Mr. Engley

The /oe and Emily Lowe Award
Paintings

Mr. Taylor
Mr. Pappas

Books on China

Mrs. Oarke

From the Moore Collection

April ~5-30

Hamlet over the Years

Prof. Nichols

May

Mountaineering

Prof. Cooper
Mr. Adams·

June

Painting toward Architecture

Mr. Vogel ·
Mr. Ferguson

(Modem Art from the Miller Collection and Photographs of Connecticut General I.ife Insurance Company
building)

Architecture Books

Mrs. Clarke
11

STAFF
In June Margaret A. Wright completed her first year of service as
Assistant Cataloger. Her coming to Trinity has meant a great deal to the
Library and particularly to the work of the cataloging operation, one of the
key functions of the library complex.
Harmona R. Potter resigned in November to accept a position as
librarian of the Hartford Medical Society. For four years she gave faithful
attention to her duties at the Circulation Desk. Her position has been filled
most acceptably by Mrs. Alice Haynes of Hartford, a graduate of the University of Iowa, with experience as a library assistant.
Mrs. Virginia Low · was forced to resign her half-time position as
Serials Assistant at the close of the calendar year for reasons of health. We
regretted her leaving, but were fortunate to be able to replace her with
Mrs. Anne Kundahl of West Hartford.
It was necessary for Mrs. Catherine Bill to resign at the same time from
her duties as half-time Order Assistant. In a few short months she had
become a valuable helper for Mrs. Schatz. Fortune shone on us again, however, when we were able to engage Mrs. Barbara Perkins of Wethersfield, a
graduate of Connecticut College, to take over this work.
Miss Adella Green completed her temporary cataloging duties in March
of this year, first as a replacement in the cataloging department and then as
a helper on the Watkinson Recataloging Project.
During the second semester we experimented with the use of part-time
adult assistants to supplement the work of student assistants. The results
were such an unqualified success that we plan to continue the practice in
September. This step makes it possible to have one more mature person on
duty evenings and weekends not only to augment the student force but also
to provide us with staff at critical times when students just are not available.
Aaolf Seibel, a native of Poland with a sound educational teaching experience who has recently come to Hartford to live, and Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor
were the first to be employed, and Mr. Seibel continued during the summer
term.
The complete staff roster at the close of the year was as follows:
Donald B. Engley .............................................................. Librarian
George W. Adams .......................................... Reference Librarian
Laura B. &hatz ...................................................... Order Librarian
Elizabeth N. Ives ................................................ Catalog Librarian
Margaret A. Wright ............................ As.sistant Catalog Librarian
Marian M. Clarke ................................................ Serial.s Librarian
Ruth A. Kerr · ............................................. ;.... Watkin.son Librarian
Grom M. Hayes ................................ Watkinson Catalog Librarian
Sally A. Vaughn .. ............ ....... ........... ... ................ ............. Secretary
Marion W. Carmichael .................................. Circulation As.sistant
Alice K. Haynes ............................................ Circulation Assistant
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Anna E. Angelo .................................................. Catalog
Barbara R. Perkins .. ..... .. ... ..... .... .... ........ .... .. ......... Order
Anne S. Kundahl .............. .................................... Serials
Sandina M. Garofalo ............... ......... Watkinson Catalog

Assistant
Assistant
Assistant
Assistant

Once again we received excellent help from a loyal group of student
assistants. Three seniors, Lawrence Bouldin, Dean Uphoff, and Joel Kidder,
completed their duties in June and will be missed. Special thanks go to
Peter Lue and John Thrower of the Class of 1961 who took on the shelving
work this year, as well as those .five freshmen and sophomores who during
the year moved almost every book in the Library as we expanded into the
new stack sections. They kept closely to their schedules which made it
possible to complete the work well before the end of the academic year. The
live were John Peters, '60, Clark Phippen, '60, Franklin Reeves, '60, Richard
Stroud, '61, and Evan Tilley, '61.
The list of other student assistants who worked throughout the year
follows: Frank W. Birney, '59, Michael E. Borus, '59, Robert D. Coykendall, '59, Robert L. Down, '60, Michael L. Gowing, '59, Walter H. Mayo,
III, '59, Del A. Shilkret, '61, Michael S. Wade, '60, and Robert D.
Wilcox, '61.
Those who worked during the .first semester were: David Delbaum, '60,
Thomas A. Jenckes, IV, '61, and Ian A. Rawson, '61.
Nancy Hallberg served in the Circulation Department again during the
summer of 1957 while Annette Studzinski, a graduate student, and Alan
MacDonald, '59, handled the evening and week-end hours during the
summer session of ten weeks.
FACULTY LIBRARY COMMITTEE
The Library Committee, chaired by Dr. Philip C. F. Bankwitz of the
History Department, met several times during the year. In addition to devoting its attention to the allocation of departmental book funds, the Committee discussed numerous administrative and academic matters concerning
the use of books on the campus. Early in the year it submitted recommendations to the President for an expanded book store to make possible the fuller
and faster distribution, not only of texts but also of the inexpensive paperbound books. The recent rapid development of the book in paper covers is
making it possible to take part of the load off the Reserve Book system
without great expense to students and more importantly to encourage the
development of personal book collections.
LIBRARY EXPENDITURES
The following is the analysis of library expenditures for the fiscal year
1957-58. Through the understanding of the administrative officers and
trustees and the success of the just completed Program of Progress the work
of the Library has been maintained and improved in recent years. For this
both the faculty and library staff are very grateful.
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Books ....................................... . $13,094.53
· Periodicals ............................... .
Binding ................................... .
Supplies ................................... .
Equipment ............................... .
Miscellaneous ........................... .
Travel and Entertainment ....... .
Staff Salaries ........................... .
Student Assistants ................... .

6,399.73
4,149.37
1,612.21
507.23
421.70
284.51
45,911.47
4,827.19

Total ................................

$77,207.94

LIBRARY COOPERATION IN THE YEARS AHEAD
Recent decades have witnessed considerable discussion, primarily among
librarians themselves, of ways in which neighboring libraries might cooperate
in the acquisition and the lending of library resources, particularly research
materials. There has been much less action than talk, however. One of the
. noteworthy exceptions has been the creation of the Hampshire Inter-Library
Center by Amherst, Mt. Holyoke, Smith, and the University of Massachusetts. After several years of commendable progress, largely in the area of
cooperative purchase and storage of serials, foundation funds were obtained
for a survey of present operations and future directions.

Keyes D. Metcalf, retired Librarian of Harvard University, was engaged
to make this survey. His report, published in 1957, included a recommendation that Trinity, among others, 6e brought into associa~ion with the Center:
It is recommended that', in addition to the full-fledged members ·
of the Hampshire Inter-Library Center, provision be made for
associate members, which would not pay dues but would accept
certain obligations. Institutions that are invited to become associate
members ought either to be reference libraries with strong general
research collections or libraries of colleges with student-bodies,
faculties, and book stocks comparable to Amherst, Mount Holyoke,
and Smith. They should be located in Western Massachusetts or in
adjacent portions of the Connecticut Valley. It is recommended
that invitations to join as associate members be extended to Dartmouth, Trinity College of Hartford, Wesleyan, Williams, and the
Forbes Library in Northampton.
Associate members would not ordinarily be expected to trans£er
material to the Center, but would be asked to agree:
1. To provide cards for use in the Center's partial union catalogue ( which is described later in this report) if a foundation
grant is received to finance this project.
2. To make available to faculty members and advanced students
of member and associate-member institutions the materials listed in
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the partial union catalogue when application for use is made ·in
person or ( when this is possible under their rules) by inter-library

loan.
3. To ascertain that materials they need are not in the Center before applying elsewhere for inter-library loans.
4. To consult the Center's catalogue before placing new subscriptions for highly specialized current serials, before purchasing back_
files of serials, and before purchasing books of the sort listed in
the partial union catalogue. 'This agreement would not prevent any
library from purchasing anything it wanted, but would prevent i.n- ·
advertent duplication within the region of relatively expensive and
infrequently used material.
Reference service from the Center's partial union catalogue woulcl,
of course, be given without charge to the associate members.
.

.

As a result of this recommendation the librarians of the potential associate members were invited to attend an exploratory meeting to discuss the
pros and cons of such a relationship. This was held on November 13th on
the Mt. Holyoke campus, where the Center is now housed. No decisions
were taken, as was expected. There was understandable evidence of hesitancy
on the part of the present members to reach beyond what is now a well-knit
operation involving four geographically close campuses to a less manageable,
more expensive, and far-flung operation. There seemed to be a similar
hesitancy on the part of proposed "associates" to break into this partnership
largely successful due to the proximity of the institutions and an establishecl
pattern of cooperation.
Everyone agreed that something worthwhile might be done in the way
of a regional union list of serial holdings. This suggestion the librarians of
the Center institutions carried to the Directors meeting of the Center this
Spring, and a definite proposal from the Center is expected this year.
Trinity stands to both gain from and contribute to this kind of relationship. The Center would have available for loan many titles not in our
collections. In both the Trinity and Watkinson collections there are serials
unrepresented in the Center or the collections of the member institutions.
Rather than turn to the already over-burdened major university libraries for
this type of loan the Center's supporting institutions and the "associate"
members would be encouraged to "think together" about the acquisition of
some of the most important and at the same time most expensive materials
and to share in their use.
At the November meeting referred to above the writer suggested that
the future might well bring some kind of cooperative library center in the
Greater Hartford area based on the successful Hampshire experience of
neighboring institutions. He suggested that a Connecticut Center might very
well coordinate its activities with those of the Hampshire center and that the
regional union list of serials would be a start in this direction.
It should be pointed out that one solution to the problem of space for
such a Center exists here on our own campus in the sub-basement of the
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Library now occupied by the Air Force ROTC unit and the Buildings and
Grounds Department. The necessary office and work space as well as storage
capacity for several hundred thousand volumes of books and periodicals is
in existence there. In fact, the sub-basement was developed with the unknown, distant needs of the Library in mind. It stands to reason that Trinity
would gain a great deal by making this space available in the future for a
Center. It would not only add impetus to any drive to promote such a Center
but also would place the collection on our campus, which would be a real
convenience just as it has been to Mt. Holyoke and will be to the University
of Massachusetts when it takes over the housing of the Center in its new
Library.
The writer plans to keep a close watch on the matters referred to above
and to lend his encouragement and support to any steps which will assist
Trinity to advance its academic program through the wise and economical
handl~g of library resources.
Respectfully submitted,

7V>t~
Librarian.
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REPORT OF THE WATKINSON LIBRARY
FOR THE YEAR 1957
To TiiE PRESIDENT AND BoARD oF TRUSTEES
OF THE WATKINSON LIBRARY:

After a visit to the Watkinson Library last November one of the members of the Library Club of Miss Porter's School wrote:
"It was really a wonderful experience to see your marvelous
rare book collection. . . . The Library is very attractive and we feel
very fortunate to have been allowed to see it."
Mrs. John Parsons, who accompanied the girls, also wrote in
part:
"It was quite obvious how much they enjoyed it - and it was
exciting to me to see their genuine pleasure and excitement about
the books - like the young Greek girl finding a first edition of
Aristotle. It was exactly the kind of experience we hope to provide
for our girls' library club . . . contri6uting so much not only to
their pleasure, but to their understanding of books."
Other planned tours to the Library included a 6th grade from New
Britain, Cub Scouts from Glastonbury, and a group of Seniors from Bulkeley
High School. In April, a class from Bloomfield High School made a trip to
the Library. In May, the classes of Trinity's Professors Norton Downs
(Medieval History) and John C. E. Taylor (Fine Arts) spent a session each
in the Trumbull Rare Book Room examining the illustrated books of the
15th and 16th centuries. During the same month, Dr. J. Bard McNulty, '38,
brought his English class in to see the early spellers, including the rare first
edition of that produced by Noah Webster. Early in the fall, Dr. Hans F.
Frese exhibited specimens in English translation of early German literature
selected from the Watkinson Library collections. These remained in the
Trumbull Room for several weeks and were visited by many members of the
German classes.
·
In May, 1957, Mr. Edward W. Toole of Bridgewater, Massachusetts,
wrote the Watkinson Library as follows:
"I have just read an article in Harper's Magazine (April
1954) referring to your library. It made special reference to the
work of Benjamin Whorf. My writing at this time is to inquire
whether you have any manuscripts in 'the Indian languages of New
England, especially the Connecticut Valley'." ·
As a result of our reply, Mr. Toole made the trip to Hartford and was
delighted with the Indian material he found here.
The 1957 issue of the Trinity College Gazette also contained an article
on Benjamin Lee Whorf, "Hartford's Linguistic Scientist." This was
written by Dr. Walter D. Leavitt, Assistant Professor in Trinity's Depart17

ment of Romance Languages, and teacher of Linguistics and Russian. The
same issue of the Gazette contains two articles on William N. C. Carlton,
onetime assistant in the Watkinson Library (1892-1899). These were written
by Librarian Donald B. Engley and Clarence E. Sherman, Chairman of the
Trinity Library Associates. As little material has been assembled on the life
of the founder of the Library, David Watkinson, Librarian Ruth A. Kerr
sought out whatever was available in print and manuscript form. The result
of this research appears in the 1957 Gazette also.
The Library has continued to build up its book collection along the lines
of its special interests, namely Bibliography, the History of Printing, Geography and Travel, the American Indian, the West, the Civil War, Linguistics,
and Folklore. The following is a selection of some of the titles added during
the year.
Those of us whose memory of Hartford extends back for more than
twenty-five years will recall pleasantly the steamboat trips on the Connecticut
River between Hartford and New York. It was a favorite evening's excursion, when, fortified with a picnic supper, we sailed from Hartford to
Middletown, there leaving the steamer and returning home by trolley. These
steamboats are discussed by Melancthon W. Jacobus in The Connecticut River
Story. He starts the book with a biography of John Fitch of South Windsor,
who, of course, invented the steamboat. The Story includes a survey of the
ferries, freight packets, excursion boats, and others propelled by steam on the
Connecticut River.
In The American Cowboy, J. B. Frantz and J.E. Choate, Jr. sought, as
they state in the Preface, to "depict the Cowboy as a part of the whole
western panorama." The last third of the book is taken up with bibliography
and a criticism of earlier literature relating to this "lasting American folk
hero."
··
Fiction Fights the Civil War, by Robert A. Lively, is a study of 512
novels concerning the Civil War, published through 1949. The author is a
trained historian who is interested in trying to discover what kind of novels
were written about the Civil War, what kind of people wrote them, and
what kind of need they satisfy for the public.
A major interest of the Watkinson Library continues to be in the field
of books relating to books. Additions include material on book collecting,
the conservation of books, and accounts of book publishers and publishing.
One of the most comprehensive of these is Chandler Grannis' What Happens
in Book Publishing. It includes chapters on selecting the manuscripts, copy
editing, manufacturing, the designing of a book, its sales promotion and
publicity.
In his Library Catalogues of the English Renaissance, Sears Jayne explores the large group of manuscript catalogues of Elizabethan institutional
and private libraries which reveal what the Elizabethan actually read.
The 272 pages of .A Pictorial History of the American Indian start with
a picture of the American Southwest where "Folsom Man" lived 12,000 to
U,000 years ago, and ends with photographs of Navaho marines in the
South Paci.fie during World War II, and a picture called "School's Out",
showing present day youngsters at Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico.
18

The sources and significance of the names of 2000 hymns may be
found in the reference work of Robert G. McCutcheon called, H 1mn Tune
Names.
James Strachan's Early Bible IIJustraJions with its study of the biblical
pictures found in some of the 15th and 16th century printed texts will be
useful used in connection with the Library's early printed books.
This report closes with a list of some of the other books added during
the year.
Collinson, Robert. Book coltecting. 1957
Taylor, Archer. Book catalogues. 1957
Wiles, Roy M. Serial publications in ~ngland befor, 1759. 1956
Carter, John. Books and book collectors. 1956 .
Mott, F. L. History of American magazines. Vol 4. 1957
Klieneberger, H. R. Bibliography of Oceanic linguistics. 1957
Tovar, Antonio. Basque language. 1957
Winkler, Ernest. Checklist of Texas imprints. 1846-1860. 1949
William Morris Society. The typographical adventure of William Morris.
1957
Wright, Lyle W. American fiction, 1851-1875. 1957
Langwell, W. H. Conservation of books and documents. 1957
Firth, John R. Papers in linguistics, 1934-1951. 1957
Miner, Dorothy. Development of medieval illumination. 1958
Willoughby, Edwin E. Uses of bibliography.
Blanck, Jacob. Peter Parley to Penrod. 195~
The PierP°.nt Morgan Library. Tr,asureJ from the ·Pierponl Morgan Ub'fary.
Fiftieth anniversary exhibition. 1957
Respectfully submitted,

~Q.~
Watkinson Librarian.
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